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Something old can be as good as something new.
In 1933, President Franklin Roosevelt and the US Congress created the Tennessee Valley Authority

(TVA) to generate electricity and make it available to citizens of the Tennessee Valley area. Distribution
of this electricity was being done by newly formed local “distributorships,” some of which were “publicly”
owned by local government entities such as McMinnville Electric System.

In 1939, power to the City of McMinnville was provided by the Tennessee Electric Power Company
(TEPCO). On the night of August 14, 1939 Clyde Winters, who was at that time an engineer for TEPCO,
received a telephone call. On the other end of the phone was Clarence (C.E.) Haston calling to tell Mr.
Winters to take-over operation of the utility at midnight. At that moment, McMinnville Electric System
(MES) was born. One little known fact from that phone call was that MES would not only provide power

to the City of McMinnville, they would also provide power to the cities of Spencer, Doyle, Sparta, Rock Island, Morrison,
Keltonburg, Smithville, Dowelltown, Liberty, and even as far as Auburntown. On that day in 1939, the total number of
customers for all of the cities listed above was 3,211.

Today, MES provides electric service to 8,095 homes and businesses in and around McMinnville, TN only. A lot has
happened in the 70 years we have been in existence. Many faithful and dedicated employees have worked for MES during this
time. Many hours of storms have ravaged our city; many inches and sometimes feet of snow and ice have blanketed our town;
countless trees and tree limbs have fallen across the power lines because of high wind; many a squirrel has caused numerable
power disruptions – often during the early hours of the morning when we are trying to sleep or getting ready for work; and, many
hours of system repairs have been made – sometimes in the harshest of conditions – but always with the dedication of
getting the lights back on as quickly as possible.

Seventy years ago MES confronted the test of being an infant utility. In the
present day, we face the test of managing an aging electric system. Poles age, wires
age, transformers age, substations age, vehicles age, building age, trees age… Many
times when you see us out working on the power lines, it is not to provide something
new. We work on “system improvements” every day of our existence in order to
keep an aging power system working in tip-top shape.

So when you see us stringing power lines, replacing a transformer, or
trimming trees, know that your friends at MES are working to provide you safe,
clean, odorless, reliable electric service so that even as our electric system ages, it
will continue to operate as efficiently, and in some cases even better, than the day
it was born.

We invite you to visit our website at www.mesystem.net to see what 70 years
of dedication, hard-work and experience have to offer. “Shining the Light on Your
Future” is our motto – providing reliable electric service to you is our existence.
Something old really can be as good as something new… really.

A MESSAGE FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER/CEO

HONORING YEARS OF SERVICE

Recently four employees, with a combined total of 115 years of
service, were recognized at the annual Employee Appreciation Banquet
sponsored by the Board of Public Utilities. General Manager Rodney Boyd
presented service pins to from left to right: Randy Garrison, Manager of
Environmental Services and Relations – 35 years; Waymon Hobbs, Plant
Account – 15 years; Neal Cox, Assistant General Manager and Manager of
Finance and Accounting – 35 years; and Hal Champion, Design Tech and Safety
Coordinator – 30 years.


